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The Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) started in 2008 and meets quarterly to review all child deaths and share
lessons learnt to prevent further deaths. The panel consists of representatives from all six Local Safeguarding Children Boards in Berkshire, i.e. health, the police, coroners, social care and the voluntary sector. We analyse all child
deaths in Berkshire and make recommendations to prevent deaths in the future and include helpful tips to prevent
child death. This is the thirteenth newsletter for frontline staff.

SAVING CHILDREN’S LIVES—TRAINING DAY
CDOP Training Day 01 March 2017—FREE EVENT - LUNCH
INCLUDED - AT BRACKNELL OPEN
LEARNING CENTRE

diary.

My role is to coordinate the statutory duties of the Child Death
Overview Panel in reviewing deaths of all children and young
people aged under 18 years. This includes processing notifications, gathering relevant information and preparing cases for
panel. Reviews conducted by the CDOP are intended to identify any modifiable factors in relation to child deaths, make recommendations, and promote the learning from reviews in order
to prevent future child deaths.

Berkshire CDOP is pleased to announce
that there will be an all day complimentary
training day on Wednesday 1st of
March 2017 at Bracknell Open Learn- I also provide policy and business support to the CDOP Chair
ing Centre. Please make a note in your and Designated Professionals for child death reviews.

Our guest speaker is Dr Peter Sidebotham based at the UniverGovernment Response to the Wood Report
sity of Warwick.
He is a lead authority on child health including child death and
runs the Warwick Training Programme in Unexpected Child The Prime Minister announced
in December 2015 that minisDeaths.
ters had asked Alan Wood CBE
We are finalising how the day will run and will confirm the
to undertake a fundamental
schedule of events nearer the time.
review of the role and functions
All agencies involved in this area are welcome to attend so
of LSCBs (Local Safeguarding
please cascade to colleagues and to anyone else who you think
Children Boards) within the conmight benefit.
text of local strategic multiIt should be a very interesting and informative
agency working. This included consideration of the child death
day.
review process, and how the intended centralisation of SCRs
(serious case reviews) would work effectively at local level.
Attached is a link to the government response to the Wood ReMeet the Panel—Lorna Tunstall CDOP Coorview, what the proposed new arrangements will look like, and
dinator
how they will be implemented.
Hello. I am Lorna Tunstall and the CDOP Coordinator for Berkhttps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/woodshire. I have been in post for 4 years and am based at Slough
review-of-lscbs-government-response
Borough Council although represent the whole county.

Do you have any ideas or suggestions for future issues of the Berkshire
CDOP Newsletter? If so, we’d like to hear them, contact:
lorna.tunstall@slough.gov.uk

Learning from an Out of Area Case—Child Sexual Exploitation
Child Sexual Exploitation
Child sexual exploitation can be particularly hard for professionals to recognise and respond to. Young people’s rights and their
capacity to consent means both young people and professionals may wrongly view exploitative relationships as consensual.
Learning from reviews highlights that professionals need to be aware of the warning signs of potential sexual exploitation. Practitioners need to persevere to engage with young people and make sure the services provided are on-going and child-centred. The
focus should be on ensuring young people’s safety, protection and wellbeing, rather than managing their challenging or risk taking behaviour.

Grooming is like a process of recruitment and the victims are introduced into a lifestyle which they are made to believe is normal,
but which is actually abusive. This may take place online or offline and can include violence, lies, blackmail, or threats. Once
groomed, the child is expected to participate in sexual activities, often in exchange for something such as alcohol, gifts, money,
affection, drugs, or a place to stay. Learn more at

https://www.brook.org.uk/our-work/spotting-the-signs-cse-national-proforma

Button Batteries
Many toys have button batteries. They can be attractive to young children who may put
them in their mouth. Although a child may not choke, if undetected the batteries can do
serious damage to the gastrointestinal system. When combined with saliva, the electrical
current from the battery produces caustic soda that burns through the throat or stomach
and can cause further damage to other internal organs.
Reducing the Risks
Some products (predominantly toys) have lockable battery compartments and this should mean that they
are safe for children to use. However, other products such as musical greeting cards, flameless candles
and remote
controls
not have
lockable
compartments, and so parents need to be extra vigilant with
Further
Learning
from do
A Recent
Case
of Rubella
these products.
RoSPA advises that children should not be allowed to have access to these products if the battery compartment is not secure. It is also important to ensure that spare batteries are locked away, and used
batteries are disposed of correctly
Safe sleeping – advice to parents from the Lullaby Trust


Always place your baby on the back to sleep



Never sleep on a sofa or armchair with your baby



Do not sleep in the same bed as your baby if you smoke, take drugs or
drink alcohol, if you are extremely tired, your baby was born prematurely or was of low birth weight



Avoid letting your baby get too hot



Keep your baby smoke free during pregnancy and after birth

